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The Words, therefore; that. 1 d an WII af FT 
ford me a very natural Occaſion of dĩſoourſing (in & 
way ſuitable to the Deſign of this Annual Aſſembiy) 
_ concerning; the great Advantages and Bieffings to 
which the Faur of>the;Clergy ate entitled, as the holy 
Poſterity of holy; Parents: Eſpecially, if ĩt dan be: 
ſnew n that the Apoſtle's way of reaſoning was not 
enn d to the Oeconomy and Nation of the Jem, 
but is of equal. force alſo under the Chriſiian Diſpen. 
fation- And of this I need praduce fo ot | 
than that; fingle Paſſage of the ſame | Apoſtle; ini his 
flirſt Epiltle to the Coiuthions ; where ie pronoun vii. 14. 

ces the Children of ſuch Paredits4 as were, One of them 
a Chriſtian, and the other an Uubeliever, ta be cl 
and holy, on the account of the Taith»and::Holineſs 
eren of: One of thoſe Parents: r hd nabilicdirg 
Husband' (ſays he). ir i by lebe Wife; un the 

unbelieving Wife it ſanbiß by-2he Huchand'# tfeg wire 
jour Children Unclean ;\ but now-ard ey Holz. iByithe 
e cen the Childrex, here mentiert :titiderſtand 

be near Relation in which they ſtood to God, us 

from & Beticving Parent, and th Right hid on 

that account, they had to be mites into thie Chri- 
ſtian Covenant by Baptiſm. Bur however this Holi- 
neſs be underſtood, tis very plain, that it __ ſome | 
pechſiar Advantage? ſome extr 2 
_ whichibelong'd to theſe Children; And as and Prins 
they were entitled td that Advantage 

(whatever it was) on the-acootinFob tar 
And, therefore, the Reaſoning made uſe of by St. P 
in the Text, holds equally. with regard to Jews, and 
Cbriſtian ; and will accordingly: our enſuing Moll 
mk and: ne erde wi hows ee 
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Erl from Chriſtian Prieſts alſo; _ 


ticular manner, a 


e ee Brethren) Children of the Fas 


cock, 2 
Deſcent, 


not only from Chriſtian Pa- 


in aff higber degree than others, holynte the 
even as the Lenser among the Jeme had greater: 
— than tlie roſt of che Tribes; to Ton, in a par- 
appoertaineth this Scripture; and the 
comfortable” Afſurance given in it, that if abe Fi 
Ls rege ee : irulſo holy i the Noat be 
2 Permit me; therefore, to 15 
it i abs Cee — Thave: enplain d it, 
bu convening 485 2 d e 4. elch TN x; 18 
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ol Thee great Petelidge; > Hier, aud Advantage of 
eturiDaſicas fromthe Ghr-fhten Priefiban «> 1. bes 
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Parking i we are! under af ads 


our Sacred Na tage by an anſwerable Fanctit 
Life and and of diſtinguiſhing our —— 
_— . Teberent and Habitual, as we ate-al- 


by ran External und Relarive Ho- | 
1 2501 Haid, di not A 180 23 
| & will befal 
ile un; on 
N 2404S 4 FEATS O gh 
— Sie 4 Natni 11367) gi 10 TIS 274 Boe nn Se 
"4:\ThePriefibioad bath in all Wet) ag den ke, 5 
. -been beid: highly venerabſe; chieſſy, in that 
jwbict:Gpd ſeleQted to himſeiff and that / Reli 
gien wich he preſtrihd to them Now the Heviti- 
cu. Prieſtiiood was only Typical of the Chriſtian /; 
which-s: ſo macho mbre holy aud [/Hononrable than 
— — nden . 3 than 
es, ! therefore, refent niftration 
be more — than the former, IE Miniſters more 
It | Holy; 
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pr «tl N Si of the Parents. Miyri- 
age, one a Bed undefiled is honourable in ul mem; atjd 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood is of all others moſt honour- 


muſt needs redound Sede 5 


able „nd, therefore a Deſcent from dee. He 


of T hofe, WO were veſted withithis.Ohavd 
"eantiot but be Honoutable; | no Hon 0) OO yd 
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I am fenfible;-we lov n Wine no ways favotr- 
able te theſe Prerenf ons a ER J when uf Gr. 
"der; which onght 576% e. be. -oftcvment in Le, fer , 
Mn Jake, is, on that vety "Account; digg ardled 5 

When we are £6 far from being Encouray's ee eat 


witk the Fairhfal/6f che” git Ages, and even 
P fndes and EMperers the away vent ft, 
that che uſual Fitles ef Diſtnstieff, betting % 


us, are turn d into Terms ieren ————ů 
aid every way is taken by Prefäne men, towafde ren- 
Mak 16k and contemptible; when the Divine 
3 ye Sig So our Mio and” nd ehe Powers Leden in 


are betty 1 of deny ds aud dne met 
7ghts of the Chriſtin Church are ſeornfully cramp 
Un in Print, under an "Hypoeriti ical DOT COTS 


* Hofer se thick  Hidlgnities es difoonragers | 
from aflering th juſt Privifedges and 
of our hol e e de e ier 


itate thy, courageous Example of St. Par 


| elves co decry our Otder and by that neanstods 


Ger Birth 4nd hall noch den: vf Lender. 
1 92 5 | both: | 


our Profeflionimehoſe high Tormsof Re 'Relpect, where- 


choſe then to g 1255 B Office, when Ill men ce. 
Augen dre it,” I the Sons of Belial fetthent. 


both, 7 e inthe 1 
N t an it were de 1 the 
"af boaſting 5 dd hag, 

And og 2x2; 90 45 8740 C51 105 <q rim Sling 
A then Others may beiallowd 4 to glory. in "their 
„Birth, why may not Web hose Parents were cad 

by God to attend on him at his Altar? were entry- 

ſted with the Diſpenſation of his Sacraments, with 
_ the . Miniſtry of ae with the Power of 
_ Binding and:Loofing? were wt apart to fake hee} 30 
the "Eloak of e e which tbe Holy Qbof 
. them: Orerſeers, and to feed the Church: Oe which 
"AG *. be purchas i with his o Blood ? to bold. forth;\the 
. word of Life, t e e 8 vn rebuke with all 
Trit. il. l £Þ+: 1 Station, any Employment up- 
55 n Earth, be 3 Tbeir s was; and their Po- 
"bu jg therefore have no;reaſon to; biuſh at the; Me- 
mory of ſueh an Original. eo can þ a: 113 97K 2241 
The Fountain of all Temporal Honour is t the 
Crown; but the Fountain of the Regal Power and 
:Dignjvy itſelf, is Oed: From whom lte our, Fathers 
Acupding to the Fleſi receiv d their Prieſtiy Autho- 
rity and Character, oy, the Intervention of Men, in 
like manner authoriz d by God for that del urge; 
And under Him, and Them, were the Miniſters of his 
Spiritual Kingdom ; wherein We, their:;Def e 

Land meny of, ene the like Adminiliratio In) do 
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eng Land before Earthly Princes, in the 
.ncareft degree of Approach, who are the immediate 
Repreſentatives of their Perſans, Diſpenſers of their 
Fayouns, and Couvayers of their Will to Othem, da, 
_-08::thatvery Reis ; challenge: high Honeprz 
 -themſelycy, ee e an of eit kate: N 
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1 and Families : Shall not They, who 
bear the like Relation to Chriſt in lis Spiritual King- 
dom, and diſcharge the like Offices under him, and 
of whom it may as truly be ſaid, 28 it was of the 
| -Thibeob Levi, that God Gath:ſcpurated riem from the 
ion, in order 10 bring them near to bimſelfy* Numb. 
"ſhall not Ichey alſo deſerve: Honour from men on the wi . 
account of Their high Station and Truſt? and de- 
tive ſome ſmall Share of them to Thoſe, Re 2 
ſcend from them? le DGB 
If Ample Powers nina by the Rulers of this 
. Wocid, add ignity to the [Perſons entruſted wich 
theſe Powers ; behold the Importance and Extent of 
the Sacerdotal "Comiſſion, Ar y Father bath: font 


nine, even ſo D.  Vihoſeſorwer Sins ye rem, they 


ba eee ee and. e e n wie, 
| they dre retaimd.” OILED fy 29144 Bein „john xx. 
If Antiquity; ani. along Trac of Time ecnobles * 
Families, Thoſe; from whom You come, can trace 
their Spritaal- Pedigree up even to Him, | who was 
the Founder ofthe: Church of tbe rt. barn, and of 
whom: the whole: Family is Herven unn i Eart hf iA. 
Let Others juſtify their Miffions, us 1 7 can 2 We 
jadge:nbt thoſe withont's but are fare, we can juſtify 
that of our Fathers, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion 
from Chriſt himſelf ; a Surceſſion, Which hath alrea- 
dy continued longer than the Aaronical Prieſthood, 
and will, we doubt mot, ſtill continue, till the 
| Church-Militant, and Time ieſelf ſhall be no more. , 


But our further Bokſt is, Heads bind 
our Riſe, us from the Cleray of Chriſt 340 particu> 
Jacly from thoſe of the Church of England x aCler- 
t that * 5 and Depth of 
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0 ee 5 for Purity of Religion, and ere or 
Life, for a Zeal in things pertaining to God; that is, 
' according  to:Knowleage,.and yet duly temper d with 
e e Prudence (which is the true Notion of 
that much talk d of, much miſunderſtood Vertue, Mo- 
- deration) I ſay, a Glergy, that, on theſe, * 
bother Accounts, is not m 11 to be amn 
in the Chriſtian World.. — 
Le are the Sons of- a:Qlergy,. whoſe undifſembPd 
and unlimited Veneration for the Holy Scriptares:hath 
not hindred them from pay ing an Inferior, hut Pro- 
found Regard to the bel) Intern pretvrs of Sctĩpture, 
the Primitive Writers; in babe Works as none 
have been more converſantu han They, ſo none have 
made a better uſe of them towards feviving a Spirit 
of Primitive Pieti in Themſelves; e e And 
2x of their Searches and Endeavours of this: kind bave 
been bleſſed with A refnarkable Succeſs. For, 28 to 
2 earlieſt and moſt valuable Remains of pure An- 
(ſuch are thoſe of Barnabas, and Clement, and 
8 oe-be and Polpdap) I may ſafely venture to fay, 
that the Members of this Church habe done: more 
towards either bringiug them to Light, or freeing 
them from Corruption, or illuſtrating their D Dodrins, 
or aſſerting their Authority, than the Members of 
any Church, or Aae of. all CINE. in the 
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Te are the Sons of a nne, alk by this Rule: of 
God's Word, thus interpreted; reform d from Popery in 
ſuch a manner, as happily to preſerve the Mean be- 
tween the two Extremes, in Doctrine, Worſhip, and 
Government; and WhO perfected this Reformation 
by Quiet and Orderly Methods, free from thoſe Con- 
nme * T — that elſewhere attended it: 80 


5 that 


; before ches Sone of .. „ 2 


2 our Temple, like, that of * was buile e 

without the Noiſe of Axet, or Hammerer. J 
21 A A800 they ſhut, out Popery in the.moſt eff:Qual | 
manner, by only paring off thoſe Corruptions ir bad 
| Rane pure ande genuine Chriſtianity; ſa did they 
Rand boldly; am the Rregch, when it meditated a Re- 
turn: and for ever ſilene dy the Champions of that 
rs Cauſe; by their; Immortal, and Unanſwerable; 
_ Writings :: do that Nou, their Sons, weretatithe, Al- 
tac ieſels if Imay o ſpeak) initiated by Jour, Fa- 
thers, as the Treas Cartbaginjan was eby His, into an 
hereditary Averſion from Rome; which, 1 doubt 
not; will ever laſt, and will ever preſerve you againſt 
all her open Aſſauits, or her ſeret and undermining; 

| Approaches. N S e Rb $31 
Te ate the Sons of 8 diltinguifted by tl on. 
Teal for the Rights of the Cron, and for their Re- 
verence towards thoſe that wear it, and famous for 
ſuffering always together with it, and for it: Immo- 
reahly firm to their Duty, when they could haye ng 
proſpect of Rewards when they might have loſt their 
- 4 5 with Ad vantage, and could, arc ;;v Why 
Safety retain;its when; they law, N * y.oppreſs d 
and ſinking, and the Fury and Madneſs e 
Prevailing againſt it jap, they, „ an 
* Was: none to, heb, dl ot hey, 3 i = 
wane 1% vpheldifebom ly enompmbt od goofs DoD, ori li 
| 1 inallyz Xe are the Sons f Clergy, Who are the; 
fartheft remov'd of anꝝ, from all poſlible: ; uſpicion | 

des igning to enſlaveſthe | Fn or Conlci- 
enceęs f men; who bring all, 90 fairly 
to the Light, and jovite men ith, freedom to exa- 
Mine che in z who! 17 0 yogatgs is 
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Religion ; as knowing the Religion they oſeſhno 
be ſuch, that, the more exactiy it 5 liſted by Reaſon; 
(pure, unbiats d Reason) k 55 85 Ore reaſonable AN it 
will be found. af A; ooh 1 © 1041 38 | 
Of this 5% Root: vb ure the Raser; from chi 
excellent Order of men Ve fprings Ha Ppy * in your 
Extraction, on many accounts, but chien in This, 
that ĩt derivd to You: the mmeſtimable Advantages of 
an honeſt; ſober, and re iptous Eduestion x: that, — 4 
the means of k, the Impreſſions made upon 
ydur tender minds, were on the ſide of Vertue And 
Geodneſs; chat yon had the earlieſt and be | 
portunities of knowing God and your Duty, ant | 
were led into the immedfate Praftice of what you 
knew ; that from Children You were acquitted with 
. the boly Scriptures, 'whioh ate ble tv #idke you wiſe unto 
Salvation, aid bred up every way in ze Mur ture m 
Adwonition of the Lord: A Bleffing, which next to 
that of Life itſelf, is the greateſt that Man can be- 
frow ; and wn heut are cen mei itſelf would 
oſtett prove rather a Curſe than a Ble to choſe on | 
whoin it is beſte yd. e e 
Tet Othersthen winde cheniſelves upbibibiſr Birth: 
we, I nk fare, ; Have, inks By: thank God for 
urs ; to Ex our openly ownin 
our Purentage, an wur. Colinion'Deverions 
0 God among the Numerous Attendants pn this | 
Ssolewmnity.— A Solemtity, which I deubt not! 1955 
St. P. imc, if 'fefible of things below, is now 
pleas d to ſee, and thinks this Holy Place, that Wo 5 
his Name, never better employ'd than on ſuck Ocs = 
cafions as theſe, which tend to promote the -Hono = 
17 the C R a Prithood, 1 e ee 
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of Charieyy two Argataents, % un lch 1 in bis 
piſttes, dhwelts often, and often delights do del. 
As our Birth, therefore, does Hondur tu Li ſo is ic 
way, in Which we alſo. may do Honous to our 
arch, if wn cdantennnde ſueh Mecrings by bud Pre- 
ſenoe; and the gieal Ends of them by dur 
mpld z if we take theſe Op portuniries: of -;uatti 
n ting, and inffilling Bro! 
thera: KindnoE ; rang i! aro FBer) — 4 
Bes g bebe e Marke; eαννννν⁰ 5 
Lee elves rug 7 2 Wy + Heb. * 
any l 1 — happenz** 5 
any Perfonaj: Prejudices-obtainy wang tlie Members 
e'ſame holy-Community;: lee nos hindet un 
w wo provtire tHe CY Goodrich it wiſe 
from purſui g. Wich point Handi and Haris, the has - 
exceptionable Deſign of this pod and yite Aiſlitoa 
tion, If our Jeruſalem be, in Other reſpects, unhap- 
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cet ber ih nut uu routed; laut ir Fahy tonks 
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veth all things , Vboptth-ullrthiv 8 e ol hinges 
Thus, 1 55 we think, -and<thes act, we ſhalbiindeed 
_ ſhew gur ſel ves to beitvery! way 8 De: © 
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vue receive from — halt afuche Obligations. alſo, 
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and Relatine Holineſtb fi his Was what: in in ther Sen 
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ftoediiethieneareſkRelatian.to;Gad, and ho were, 
on char Hecονν? dig de he hl, even er He inbolyg 
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£ . Many ae. che 3 e ONE 
Tou, Or ths "fake of it. They ate diligent to ob- 
kerne whatever may either nearly or remotely blemim 
l impute to the Order itſelf, 'the faul- 
113 Cond uct of 150 e who ewe their Birth and'Edti- 
* dation to it; that ſo they may wound Religion 
e the fides of is "Hole profeſsd Ser vants and 
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5 Let not any of us furniſh, = _ ; 


with Objections, or give an 5 e to the Weapons 

Which they uſe againſt us, by ſo {VG as misbecomes 

Our holy Stock. The Sacred dee gk 64 3 be hurt 
© by by Thcin Sayings, If. it be mor 60 


reptoach d by « Our 


"Doings. ... Since the Eyes of Men are upog us, lince 


they mark. all. our Steps, and watch our Jaltings, let a 5 


8096 of their Inſidious Vigilanqe excite us ſo to behave 
our ſelves in all the Offices of Life, and in all the Du- 
ties of our ſeveral Stations, that They, who ſeek, Occa- 
for, may not only not find: 5 5 2n againſt, us, but 
may find alſo what they do not ſeck;' even a Convi. 
ction of the mighty Power of Chriſtianity towards 
regulating the Paſſions, and ſanctifying the: Natures 
of Men. So ſhall we. defeat their Malice, and draw 


Good out of Evil; ſo (hall we beſt. put in practice 


that noble Inſtance. 1 Charity, that Divine Leſſon. of 
loving Enemies, which our Religion hath taught us; 
ſo ſhall we molt nearly trace the Example, which He, 

Lt whoſe; Retinue and Hopſhold.we are, hath ſer us. 
of Bleſſing them tht Are ug, and. doing 7 fo . 


ah ace uf n 11 5441 fa. 18 „111 * J 


Ie mig ht be NW. , among ha Sons of the | 


ce themlelves, not One of this Character ſhould 


ever ber found. But #hey are not all Iſrael, that ere of 


Iſtael; neither hecan 2 are the Seed. of Abraham, 
are tbey all, Children, || There js 4 Generation that cur- 
| "ſeth t TEE at her, and L not bleſs their Mother..* . Te 

2 fires, faid our Bleſſed Lord, even of the 1 

but not Al; for ; he knew; who ſhould betray bing. Wh 
fi uch Inf ances h appen, of Men, ſ (prong, from 9 Loans 
of Leui, and het Enemies to the Tribe, code Rage 
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ey 00 be lo: For a Re . is 
worſe than a mere Heathen ; and thoſe àmong Chri- 
ſtians, who-bave been beſt Educated and "Principle 
in their Youth, if they once break through ſuch Re- 
ſtraints, grow wickedin proportion to their former Ad- 
vabtages; »dxing worſe and worſe; derejoing, and being 
«2 Tim. decided; ” till, by the juſt Judgment of God " they 
iii. 13 afrive at the utmoſt pitch of Impiety. God be thank- 
ed, Tach Apoſtates are few, And 1891 always, 15 
br later, meet with the Eft Reward of their Aptſta- 
cy, m this Life, à Gederat Deteſtation?!n 
e os täft our "owl from We ke Gigs, 
and proceed, in the f 
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"i ett Plate ule N A View Gf e "IN 
: eh have Ades the Sons of a Married Clerg 
and will, 1 d 112 not, till attend them, it they Ne 
atiſwerably te heir holy Birth and Education. 
From the Dawn of the Reformation to this D 50 
ir is eafy to -abſetve the various and viſible Interpo- 
tions of God's Providente, in behalf of thoſe who 
waited at his Altar, and their Children” und Deſten- 
dants. Kings have been rais'd.up to be their Nurſing- 
Fathers, MG Queens to be their Nurfing-Mothers ; 
under whoſe Shadow and Enconragement they bave 
| Teſted; and profper'd. While the Monarchy floüriſ d, 
*R --.7. ee faithful Servants of God and the King wanted 
\ 18 ©... Hot a Protector; when it funk, they fel for a time z 
—_ -: Fl it roſe, they revivdwith it. God put it into the 
d One of our Princes, towards the Cloſe of 
3. give'a Check to that Sacriledge, Which 
Vogt Beep bat & much wink'd at, in the former Parts 
. © *0f it,” Her Succeſlor pas d a Law, which prevented 
UW SVioktdy all Furure Afienatfons of the Church Re- 
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venues. Tbe Royal Martyr took ſome excellent Steps 
towards making a more Equal Diſtribution of thols _ 
Revenues. between the pteſent Poſſeſſots, and ſuch as. 
were to ſuceeed them. — Gracious, r 
pity'd: the Wants, which. the, Great Rebellion bad .. 
caus d, or\increas'd; among the Widows'and Children + 
of Clergymen 3 and, in order to provide a Supply | | 
for their preſent and future Neceſſities, erected that 
Corporation of Charity, to hieh the Perſons, com- 
poſing this Aſſembly, generally belong; Some as the 
happy Objects, C Orblrs a5 the worthy Hirectors of it, 
or: generous Benefactors toit; All, I hope, as hearty 
Well-wiſhers, Enchuragers, and F riends. But to Her 
preſent Majeſty we — grenteſt Shower of Royal 
— ever fell from the Throne even 4 gra- 
diu Rin, which, by her means: God ſent on hit Inhe- 
ritamce, aud refveſhed it m ben it mas Hen lee, cin. 
fing Bete prewailid above the Nlaſſeng 4 of. bot Fragen 
torr z and have, we truſt, laid the Fondation ice. 
yet more; and greater, which God. in his goed time 1 
will beſtow, when we have quali EO for 
them by a Right Life of thoſe, eady. enjoys, 
Only Jet us not murmur, if he now: andithen op | 
the Currem of his Merci T9 i {6 he hide his Face, as it 
were, for 4 and ſuffer Evil; aud notiGood, o 
lay hold of us. Bath ret in his power, and he di- 
ſpenſeth Both with requab MWiſdom, anti Tenderneſeʒ 
and Both ſhalbalike turn ti the: Advantage inf theſe, 
v ho have the Torre 7285 e W 5 
in the Day of Proſperit 5 but in 
| hp 1 7 Qu alſol hath ſet. tiha nns wer- 
4 eee he — vhat» Mani ſwnld Mull me- f 
thing efter hiv 25 tu rhe en that Man. notKbawming | Recl, vi. 
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1 would 8 math elated by the one, nor * 
* | jetted by the other. Gu hut h, indeed e times 


„ ** e wish ale Noll of Men, and withuhe Stripes 
ff 2 the Children of Men but hir Mercy bath noi met 75 | 
bi « 25am. ably from's 1. Thi Lord will 'mever,:leavt/offi his Mer. 
Ih Vit. 14, 15» 5. either ſhall aug f his Works periſheʒ nei i har will he 
1 ab hor the Poſterityaf bi Fleck ard the Seed of ben ar 
1 e love him, bs will not bal away. ot bos 30911g in 

1 Be Te. mot! therefore, een Geher hee 
Il Mind. The Order wou og: belong, and even 
1 the Eſtabfimmem on which it ſubſiſts have often 
Fa been ſtruck ate but ih yaims dbilbcevery Blow, that 
[ | was aim d at Them; miſs d. of its Effect, and:produc'd/ 


Events contrary to the Intent ion of Thoſe who di- 
rected it. Many remarkable Inſtances of this kind 
there have heen ; the time would fail me, ſhould I 
attempt to number them: But One there is, which 
ought not to be pals d over, becauſe it will adminiſter 
-  Refle&ions'ofia/wery-encouraging Nature, and very 
appoſite ce the Defgm of this preſent; Solemnity; | 
10 When Marriage, at the Reformation, was fult al. 
low*d{to\the Clergy of this Kingdom, there is no 
doubt; 1 tai Sans, On Helm, and 
gave no Proofs o i egard for R 
eee a olitick Device to leſſen their deer 
ahb keep them dow in the Warldl And yet (0 has 
Ob efderd Matters, that even from hene many 
Axel Nd eantsges haut redountledilto our Church 3 
me of whichiÞ ſhall ſo far preſume upon your. Pa- 
tience, as to lay befòre Jou. Ae ee nd 
ndl firſt; fercial\ Temptations, Ander Wllüch tlie 
Pp Cle jay ay towards embracing an Interaſt di- 
mine romſthat of their\Country; are, by this means | 
? felis eon; 55 1 -alt Yineaſy: Jealouſics of 


aluc our 


Et Der Song of: —T Clergy. | 


cha Greatneſs, (Powen, "I Vid. is are, in 
good meaſure, Jabated. And this, in Times, when 


even the diminiſh'd Revenues and Priviledges of ” 


Church are look'd/Tpor with a ſuſpicious: Eye, is 
ſome. Advantage toiher:g5as it gives her leave to en- 
joy thoſe poor Remains of Ancient Piety, which 


ſhe; pofſefſes, without that Envy: and II- will which 


— atherwiſe attend them. Little Reaſon there is 

= 00s! knows) to ey her on this account; for not- 
— t he large Iucomes annex d to ſome few 
ber: Prefernients; I will be'l\bold? to ſay, and do 
not doubt but to prove, that this Church, in pro- 


portion to the amides of its Clergy, hath, in the 
whole, as little to ſubſiſt on, as almoſt any Eben of 
thoſe: Nyuteſtunt Churches Which are thought to be 


noſt meaniy provided for However, ſince this Lit. 


tle is by ſome thon W too much, and vain Jealouſies 


of our Strength and Power are, on this account, en- 
tertain d, or pretended; tis well, that theſe Appre- 

henſions are qualify d b A Senſe of ony Marriage. 
Circumſtanpes, which even Theypenho are! leagd 


_ toithink us — The to the true Intereſt 


of our Country, will allow to be an effectual Curb 


2 us! They who marry, give Hoſtages to the 


ublick, that they will not -atcempriiths Ruin, or 
turb the Peace Of it z ſinice in the Publick Safe 
and Franquillity, that alle of their Wives and Chil: 
2 that is, of their Neareſtꝰ and Deareſt Reælatiæ 
is involv'd; according to thoſe remarkable Words 
- of of the Prophet Jeremy, directed to the Jews in Babylon. 
-++ Take 0 fees, ſays he, aud beger Sour ani Dangh+ 
ters, ani rule ive fir: your Sons, und güne your 
Daughters" 10 Hasbands,\ that then may bear Sons and. 
| — git hat je may be 9 n nos dimi · 


Dine! ui ba! | 


BY 1 < Preach din Tee) 


niſt'd « Has . the Panoos ile City; ie 75 * 
* you to be carried. _ For in alen —_ ſhe 


T0 xxix. Te have Peace, * 44 31+ | * 
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By this means alſo, abe fun Inpurhies that 2 
among the unmarried, eſpecially the Monkiſh Clergy, 
and the ſcandalous Reflections which fell upon the 
whole Order on that account, have been prevented. 
Tis true, theſe Enormities have been thought more and 
greater, than they really were. Twas the Intereſt of 
* who thirſted after the Poſſeſſions of the Clergy; 

to repreſent the Poſſeſſors in as vile Colours as they 
could z and many of thoſe poor People were;doubtleſs, 
frighten d, and betray d into falſe and diſadvantageous 
Confeſſions; the general Prejudices of the Time 
in with theſe Accounts, and procuring them anTnivers 
ſal Reception; and our Hiſtorians taking — 
wards upon Truſt, as their Credulity, karineſe or 
Par tiality led them. However, after all the Abate» 
ments that can be made, t hete was too mucii Trum 
in ſom of theſe! Repreſentations — 'A$ 
| — the vrhole Function into Diſgrace ; and 
of tbe Turi to le ala u. Andie 


Sele 
many: B which have ariſen to our Reli i 
and Church, 3 Clergy. $0133 $3 47 0 of | 
Another 4s, that great Nambers of amen:deſcended 
from thom, have been diſtfibuted into all Ants and. 
Profe ſſions, ee eee us 
and have, by: the Dod upon their Indu- 
ſtey, thriven ſd mewn untl rais d themſclvesTo-tiigh | 
id: the Wöonld; us to herome, in Times of Difficulty; 
a Proteſtion and a Safeguard to that Altar at hic 
their Anceſtors: mi niſter d. Aud I queſtion nut; but 
9 many bete, this day, ho will „ 
Pp me 
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the ure of this Evil is one df thoſe 
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Ame Socbely: in the World; and will make the fare 
Uſe of it. We may ſay to our Countrymen, as Ter- 
tallian, 1 in bis Apology. did to the Romant, Heſterni | 
omnia implenimus; Urber, Tuſul.as, Ca. | 1 
5 fella, Mubicipia, Council iabula, Caſtra ipſa, Tribus, r | 
curius,  Palatinm) Senatum, Forant.” Tc. 37.) We the * 
Sons of the Clergy, are but of yeſterday, as it were ; 
aud yet the Country, the City, the Court; the Army, 1 | 
the Fleet, the Bar, the Bench, and the Senate Houſe Mi 
itſrif, hath had, and ſtill hath' n la rge Share of us: 
Men often Famous, La el . v Ulefal ja their Ge | 
nerations ; Uſeful in their Publick and in their Pri- | | 
vate Capacities ; Uleful to their Country, aud 2 | 3 
to the Church ʒ being an Honour, and a 80 
that Order, from which: they deſcended. T — 
Af the Som of the Clergy, in this caſe, is like that 
of. the: Sons of Levi, of whom it was ſaid-—<- Tail. 
divide them in Fhoob; and ' ſcatter them in rat. * *Gev.. 
This Diſperſion of that particular Tribe among the liz. 7 
Reſt of the Tribes was intended as their Puniſhment | 
chunt provid in the Event, and in many Reſpette a — 4 | 
7 Neis, boch to them, and to n ram e — 
| Fog ages hh ie nr 03 Gf | 
| Ain, eren the Secular-Cates and Ke . 
accompany Marriage, have not been . 
their Advantages; inaſmuch as the Clergy have, by 
this Means, been generally furniſhd with ſome mea- 
fare .of Skill in common Affairs of Life, have 
gain d ſome Inſight into Men and Things, and a _ 
petent Knowledge of (what is call 0) th World :© R 
| Knowledge, to kick) moſt: of the Order, while 1 un- 
der the Obligations of Celibacy, were great Stran- 
gers. And. of this kind of Knowledge they have 
made admirable Uſe in 2 
ing: 
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1 "ding and 8 Souls ; for it ind enabled them to 
8 preach to their Flocks after the moſt rational and 

th convincing, the moſt apt and ſenſible manner, righely 
2 'F dividing the Word of Truth; like Worknien that — 
Tim. il. 20 to be aſpam d and ſo explaining, and applying 
13. <«the General Procepts of Morality-contain'd in the Gol ' 
pel, as that the Conſciences of thoſe to whom they 
addreſs d their Doctrine, ſhould: readily bear wit⸗ 

neſs to the Truth, and feel the Power of it. Tis, per- 

haps, for this reaſon; among others, that our Practi- 
cal * Divioity is allow'd to excel; and tobe as ſound 
and affecting, as that of our Po 555 Neighbours is flat 
and unedifying. For he that . — to man, ſhould 
underſtand what is in Man, to ſuch a degree, as is 
requiſite to qualify him for the Task: An that Skill 
can ſcarce be duly attain d by an Aſcetick in his So- 
litudes, or a Monk in his Cloyſter. I ſpeak the Senſe 
of St. Chryſoſtame; who, as great a Lover and Recom- 
mender of the Solitary State as he was, declares it to be 
no proper School for thoſe, who are to be Leaders of | 
Chbriſt's Flock, and the Guides of Souls; + and thinks 
ſuch Perſons beſt qualify'd for the Paſtoral Charge, 
who to Innocence of Life have join d ſo mueh World- 
| * eren and ——— as m enable them, in 
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the Courſe of their Miniſtrys to addreſt themſalves 0 
Men in a way fuited to: their ſeveral Exigenc: 
Tempers, to their various Ranks. 
Characters. I need not ſay, what;: Advantages; in 
his reſpect, belong to à married Glergy, particularly 
Anbot af the Chineh of Enalant, to 31100 
_ Nay, farther, the married State; of Parochial Pa- 
ſtors hath given them the Opportunity of ſetting a 
more Exact, and Univerſal Pattern of Holy Living, 
to the People committed;:t9\ their, Charge, and of 
pol them low to catry themſelves in their-ſeve+ 
ra] Relations of Husbands and Wives, Parents and 


Children, dy Domeſtick Patterns, es well as by Pub- 


lick Inſtructions. By this sans, they have, without 
queſtion, \ adorn' d the Goſpel, gloriyd God, aud 
benefitted Men, much more than. they. ald have 
dode in the deveuteſt and . ſtride; Ce 
their Uſefalneſs in this teſpect to others, hath. not 
been without ſome Ad vantage to themſelves, it hath 


rais' d the Credit of the Order, and promated the RTT? 


verence that is juſtly due to it. 
Let me add One Inſtanos mor, wherein the, Mar- 
rage of the Glergy: hath reflonnded 4% their Honours 
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inaſmuch as it affords a remarkable Argument of 
God's particular Providence towards Them, and their 
Families. For, conſidering the chargeable. Methods 
of their Edueation, their numerous Iſſue, and ſmall 

Income ; conſidering the Expences incumbent upon 
them, in point of Hoſpitality, and Charity, and the 
Proportion (the at leaſt equal Proportion) they bear 
in the Publick Burthens and Taxes; it is next to a 
Miracle, that no more of their Children ſhould want, 
and that ſo many of them ſhould be in ſuch Proſpe- 
rous Circumſtances ; as we have good reaſon to think 
there are, even from this Day's ſolemn Appearaiyce. 
Happy art Thon, O Iſrael, O People ſaved by the Lord, 
the Shield of thy Help, and who is the Sword of thy Ex- 
cellency ! and 'thine- Enemies ſhall: be finnd' Lyars unto 
„Deut. lber. No Weapon that "is form d againſt thee,” ſhall 


xxxiii. 29. proſper 3 and every Tongue, that ſhall riſe againſt thee in 
Judgment, Thou ſbalt condemm. This is the Heritage 
1 Ser vanis of the Lord, and their Righteouſneſs is of 

17. | | 


However, ſtill One Inconvenience there is, with 
which the Marriage of the Clergy is too viſibly at- 
tended, the Poverty of ſome of them; an Inconve- 
nience, which is, as you have heard, ballanced and 
out-weigh'd by many ſignal Advantages; and which 
we are ſo far from diſſembling, that we meet this 
Day, to do every one of us ſomewhat (as God hath 
enabled, and ſhall incline us) towards removing it. 
This is the only ſpecious Objection which our Ro- 
miſo Ad verſaries urge againſt the Doctrine and Pra- 
ctice of this Church, in the Point of Celibacy; the 
only Matter of juſt Reproach, wherein they viſibly 
n e eee triumph. 
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triumph. Since other Arguments have, by our Ex- 
cellent Writers, been wreſted out of the Enemy's- 
Hands, pity it is, that they ſhould remain in poſſeſ- 
ſion of This ; that we ſhould not be able to juſtiſy 
our Reformation in every reſpect, and to make this 
Church, like the true Spouſe of Chriſt, 2/ glorious 
Church, having neither Spot, or Wrinkle, or any - ſuch- 
_ thing, that may blemiſh her Luſtre, deform her Beau- 
ty, and expoſe! her to any degree of that Ungodly 
Scorn, with which Proud and Irreligious Minds are 
ever ready to purſue her. We are not indeed, of 
our ſelves, ſufficient for this Work: However, mote 
may be done by us, towards it, than at firſt we are 
apt to imagine ; if we ſet about it in good earneſt, 
and employ our united Strength upon it; if we en- 
courage it by our Examples, and Perſuaſions, and by 
placing the Motives to this particular ſort of Beneſi- 
cence, in a proper Light before Thoſe, who wiſh 
well to Religion; have much to beſtow in Cha- 
rity, and Hearts ever open and; ready to beſtow 
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WHITTLE 5 eee, EEE TY AMTIS 
hy It is ſaid of our Bleſſed Saviour, (whoſe Advent 
we now celebrate) that he came Eating and Drinking, 
| and that he ment wbout Aoing ood.” I | join theſe two 
parts of his Character, becauſe He himſelf often ex- 
erted them together, ànd made uſe of the One, as af- 
fordiog him fit Opportunities to abound in the O- 
ther. He diſdaind not to appear at great Tables, 
and Feſtival Entertainments, that he might more il- 
luſtriouſly manifeſt his Divine Charity to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men. Let us, t his day, imitate his 
Example in both theſe Reſpects; and whilſt we are 
enjoying the good things of Life, let us remember 

SS CERT. TY” ' Thoſe 
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been our ſad Lot, to ſubſiſt un ther Mens Thatiry 


tothe [careful and 


Thoſe That want even the Neceſſartes 0 Br Con | 
veniences of it: And remember them, us We ours 


ſelves ſhould have defited to be remembred, had 5 
They- are not Common Obycts, for which 1 ple dy 
nor are Jou omy under the Ordinary Ties ef — . 

nity and Charity to relieve them; Their Fathers and 


| Yours were Fellow-ſervantsto the ſame Heavenly. Mw" 


ſter, While they iwd z nor is that Relation diffolvd 
by by alone Death, bat ou br ſtill to operate atong their 
ſurviving Children.” Arid Weſſed be Ele f He Led, 
whoever amore! Y oh: bar nut len (and ſhalſi not Jeive) | 
off bin 'Kintneſs to the Bag and tu the Dead 2* bit 
for the ſake of the Dead, 7 10 continue to 4% good 
to the Living: ogg 3 25 & BIN 153 TUO YOINTnS 318 
{May "God awaketi the Minds of an TONE of kliſs 
Body, whom his Provide has hleſſed with Abim- 
dance, to conſider the Obligations they are under, Of 
miniſtring to the Necellities of their Poor Brerhren! 
May ne ôpen kheif Ears to the Cries ef the Orphan 
and Widow, who are Members of the ſame common 


Family, tho! wean Ges, and have a Right to be ſup- 


wr Git of rde Taebmes Of it, as the poor Jeb 
AY Fitne the An of the Mich Mens Har- | 
velt "O16 © 0 
There de indeed, „ Efcettent 2pm ten. of 
Charity, lately ſet up, 20d which deſerve all manner 
Eacoutagement 3 pattieblarly thoſe which relate 


S* Education of poor (Bilalren. 
An Admirable Defien ! which: hath met with a de- 


ſerv d Succeſs ! and may it fl go on proſpering to 
Proſper! But give me leave to ſay, that; while ſo 


opta, and Widows of ' Clergymen are deſti- 
tute 
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tute m_ df Food ad! Raichene the e of che 

Sons ef the Cletgy ſhould! chiefly be turnd on theſe 

Objects, aud the greateſt Shark of their Charityß 
ſnould flow! in-this Channel. Tis determin'd by the 


gteat Preauhet of Charity, Ser Pad, that Domeſtick 
Iaſtantes enters ſhould! tate PG of thofe 
that are | Fbreign, Hr we bebe Opportansty, (lays he) 
ler av d Du all Mev: ;- efpecv ally unto Them, that 
aro of ede Hoh of Hast. & And again, in thoſe Ga. 
Nat f F dny prreide vio for om, 1. 
and per Job' dee e, own Tone, —— 
are 2 5, and figniky- e 
— e 9 2 Dependen 15 e | 
b dowd the Fail is worſe thes 21 1 
Ah heuvy Charge; but a true 475 Mi ee bt 17. 5 
ways walks by this Rabe. an feti 
ſreod more or Jeſs nearly: related to ce. 1 
ral or Political Ties, made them moôte or es the Ob- 
jelts df rbeir Compaſſion and Bounty. And tho: 
therefore, ſpeaks 4 Wiſe Heathen 3 Opti Syeietas Cie de 
Momrintion (unpusckiog; Jerodbitur,” ff, in quiſq; erit con- 4 dy a 
juni i ſiunus W eye eum Benignitaths plnrimumm ronferetuy. . 
— is à Mixture of Chürity and Juſtice, in this 
Procteding ; and the One of theſe ſerves to heighten | 
and e the Other. : 
_ -+The*Abundante of many of Thoſe, beſbek whom 
1 ſtand, is, I doubt not, owhg to tbe Church; os 
not mean to the Revenues of it; (for the Inſtances 9 
g rxeat Fortunes rais d from thence, ſiuce the Reforms 
tion, are but Few ; and God forbid, there ſhould 2 


„ Many ) but to the pious Care, that their good Fathers, 


more nearly ſenſible of their Obligations in this Re- 
ſpect than common Parents, took of their Education; 3 
an 
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5 *Eccleſ, 5 they return aguin. 
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= to \ the Religious, thriving g Principles, his they 
inſtill'd into them; and, perhaps, to the immediate 
Bleſſing of God, upon their honeſt Induſtry and La- 
bour, on the account of the very Stock from which 
they came. Into that Church, therefore, ſhould 
their Abundance, when it flows over, regularly em- 
be itſelf, and refreſh the Bowels of ſome of their. poor 

rethren. AP. the Rivers (ſays Solomon) run into the 
Sea; unto the Pl ace, from whence the Rivers came, thi- 
Let us govern our Charita- 
ble. Diſtributions by this Pattern which Nature hath 
ſet us, and maintain, in like manner, a. —_ 
lation of Benefits and Returns 

- So will this excellent Charity wake. larger and | 
quicker Advances than it bath hithertoh done; ſo 


1 it recommend itſelf to Others, who are not of our 


y, and who, how well ſoever diſpos'd they may 
be towards the Order, do not think, they are con- 
cern'd to take more Care of Us, than we take of our- 


ſelves; ſo will the only plauſible Objection of the 
| Church of Rome againſt a married Clergy, in due 
time, vaniſh, when Another Generation of Men ſhall 


ſee this Charity, in. Conjunction with the Royal Bonn 
zy, extending itſelf to the Wants of many as have 


need of it. 


Which that it may do, God 0 his Infinite Vier- 
cy. grant, thro? Jeſus Chriſt. our Saviour; To whom 


with the Father. and . the Holy. Spirit be rendred all 
** Majeſty, and . now and mot — 
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An Abſtract of the CHARTER' granted by His late 
Majeſty King CHARLES II. for ereding 4 Cor- 
_ poration for Relief of Poor Widows and Children of 
n 


El 


2 
> * 


H IS ſaid late Majeſty having taken Notice, That divers 
1 Charitable Perſons had appear'd very forward in Con- 
tributing to the Relief of ſuch of the Widows and Children 
of Loyal and Orthodox Clergymen as were Poor, and of the 
good Effect the ſame had; and taking into his Princely Con- 
deration, the great Sufferings of many of the Clergy in Eng- 
land for their Loyalty; was graciouſly pleas'd by his CHAR- 
TER; under the great Seal of England, to ordain, conſtitute, 
and grant, that the Perſons therein nam d, and their Succeſ- 
ſors, (to be elected as is therein expreſsd) Be one Body Poli⸗ 
tick and Coꝛpoꝛate, by the Name ok, The Governozs of the 
Charity foz Relief of Poo2z Widows and Childzen, of CTlergy⸗ 
men: And that by the ſame Name they ſhould have perpe- 
tual- Succeſſion, and be capable to purchaſe, have, or take 
Manners, Lands, and Hereditaments, &c. not.exceeding the 
yearly Value of Two thouſand Pounds, and all manner of 
Goods and Chattels, and te diſpoſe thereof: And by that 
Name to. plead and to be impleaded.in all Actions, & c. And 
to act all other Matters and Things, as fully as any other 
Body Politick in this Realm can do: And that the ſaid Go» 
yernours ſhould have one Common. Seal. 
And His ſaid late Majeſty did further grant to the ſaid Go- 
vernors, That there ſhould be a Preſident, a Vice-Preſident, 
Three Treaſurers, and Forty two Aſſiſtants, Members of the 
ſaid Corporation, and that they, or any Five of them, (whereof 
the Preſident, Vice - Preſident, or one of the Treaſurers to be 
One) ſhould be call'd The Court of Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Cor- 
poration, who ſhould have the Management of all the Affairs 
of the ſaid Corporation, and ſhould make Laws and Ordinan- 
ces for the good Government thereof, as well in matters con- 
cerning the ſaid Corporation, as in electing of Officers, and: 
Management of their Revenues; and impoſe Roy on. 
| | nders. 


Uſe of the 
conſtit uted, to be firſt Preſident, Vice Preſid dent, IT 
until the ſecond Thurſday: 


Offenders again the ald Laws, and recover the fame to the 
id. Corporation 5 5 

And therein it is appointed, That the Perſony thereby 
Teaſurers 
and fir | 1 Mould 910 in their reſpectiye places 
Nov. 1679. And from thence- 

forth, until there ſhould be a new Choice made of Perſons 


to Kicceed them. 


Aud that on every Second Thurſday in Nov. for oven, Cor 
oftner if there be occaſion) there ſhould be a general Aﬀem- 
bly of the ſaid Governors: And the major Part of the Mem- 
bers then preſent, might chuſe a Preſident, Vice-Preſident, 
Three Treafurers,and Forty two Aſſiſtants, who ſhould con- 
tinue for the Year following; and that in caſe of the Death 
of any of the ſaid Officers within the Year, others might be 
choſen at a general Aſſembly into their Places. 

i that fach general Aſſembly might elect ſuch other per- 

fon or Perſons to de Members and Governors of the ſaid Cor- 
poration, as they, or the greater part of them;ſhonld think fit. 

Pꝛovlded, 7115 the Preſident, Viee-Preſident, and Treaſu- 
rers above - amd, ſhould, defore they enter upon their Places; 
take their Oaths before the Lord Chancellor, faithfully to ex- 
ecute their reſpective Truſts: And that all other the Mem · 
bers ofthe faid Corporation, before they act as Aſſiſtants, and 

ſacceeding Preſidents, Vice-Preſidents, Treaſurers, Alfi 
ſtants, and all other their inferiour Officers, ſnould take the 
like Oath before the Perſons by the Bid CH ARTER 5 : 
Power d to adminiſter the ſame. _ 

And that the Tod Arch-bifhop of Canterbury, Low High 


a Chantelloz ot England, Toꝛd Arch ⸗hichop of Pork, oz Lord 5 


Keeper of rpe rear Seal of England, Lord High Trealul 
ter, Lord Bithop of London, Lord Almoner, and the Lord 
Bay); of Tondon for the time being, ſhould be Vifiters- of 
the ſaid Corporation, and ſettle all Differences about the 
Government thereof, and NP, the ep their 
Reyenues. h | ad BIG DNF IO 
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